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Selective Service Reports 
On I-Ws 


Selective Service, in its monthly bulle- 
tin for June, 1955, reports on 33 months 
of operation of the conscientious objector 
work program. The report is reproduced 
in full below. In order to bring the clas- 
sification picture up to date the statistics 
as of July 1, 1955, are added at the con- 
clusion of the report. 

“A report covering 33 months of op- 
eration of the Conscientious Objector 
work program discloses that since July 
1958, a total of 5,433 registrants have 
been classified in class I-W because of 
their assignment to work projects in the 
national interest. 

“Of this total, 3,042 have been as- 
signed to projects operated by State, 
county, and municipal agencies, 1,820 to 
religious hospitals and agencies; 251 to 
activities operated by Federal agencies, 
and 320 to projects abroad. 

“A total of 400 class I-W registrants 
were not assigned because they were not 
qualified for available work. 16 class I-W 
registrants are carried as delinquents.” 

The report in detail follows: 

Classification Picture, Mar. 31, 1955 

Class 
I-O registrants not examined 
I-O registrants examined and ac- 
ceptable 
I-W registrants at work 
I-W rel. registrants released 
I-W registrants delinquent______ 


Total 
(Continued on page 4) 


Consultative Council Meets 
September 22 

The NSBRO Consultative Council will 
meet at 11:00 a.m., Thursday, September 
22 in the Mt. Vernon Place Church par- 
lor at 9th and K Sts., N.W., Washington, 
D. C. All Church agency leaders and 
others interested in conscientious ob- 
jectors are invited to this meeting. 





10,232 








A. Stauffer Curry Leaves NSBRO 
After 7 Years As Exec. Secretary 


A. Stauffer Curry, Executive Secretary of NSBRO since January, 
1949, left Washington September 1, 1955, for Elgin, Illinois, to as- 
sume new responsibilities as editor of Church School Publications for 
the Church of the Brethren. His resignation had been accepted by the 
Board of Directors of NSBRO at their last meeting on March 31, 1955. 


As announced in the August REPORTER, 
Edgar Metzler will serve as Acting Ex- 
ecutive Secretary until Dr. Curry’s suc- 
cessor is chosen. 

The service of Dr. Curry with NSBRO 
almost parallels the history of the pres- 
ent draft act, originally passed in June, 
1948. His activities during the past al- 
most seven years reads like a history of 
CO problems and concerns for that 
period. 

Although very few men were being 
drafted at the time Dr. Curry came to 
NSBRO, Selective Service classification 
proceedings involved nearly 10,000 COs 


A. STAUFFER CURRY 





before the draft law was extended in 
June, 1950. Besides the problems pre- 
sented by the classification difficulties of 
COs, the first year and a half of Dr. 
Curry’s tenure at NSBRO necessitated 
constant watchfulness for provisions af- 
fecting COs in the UMT proposals being 
advanced at that time. 

With the decrease of draft activities, 
the spring of 1950 found the NSBRO 
staff reduced to Dr. Curry and part-time 
secretarial help. This was abruptly 
changed with the outbreak of the Korean 
War when the NSBRO office was sud- 
denly jammed with activity. Dr. Curry’s 
desk was flooded with scores of letters 
from COs and other interested persons 
inquiring as to the provisions and pro- 
cedures for COs now that drafting had 
begun moving at full speed. Dr. Curry 
recalls that the year from June 1950 
to June 1951 was “probably the busiest 
year of my life.” n 

Other CO matters also crowded into 
that year. In August, 1950, the doctors 
draft was considered by Congress and 
that year the alternate naturalization 
oath for COs. During the spring of 1950 
Dr. Curry contacted numerous govern- 
ment agencies in connection with the 
regulations being formulated for the ad- 
ministration of the civilian work pro- 
gram. 

The inauguration of the civilian work 
program in July, 1952, involved further 
expansion of NSBRO activities in ad- 
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Curry Leaves NSBRO 
(Continued from page 1) 


vising agencies desiring to be approved 
for the employment of COs, making avail- 
able to COs possible job opportunities, 
and the compilation and maintenance of 
statistics on I-W men. 

Other activities to which Dr. Curry 
devoted a great deal of time during his 
service at NSBRO included the editing 
of THE REPORTER and increasing its mail- 
ing list, the writing of pamphlets and 
other literature for COs, and broadening 
the base of financial support for NSBRO. 

While serving as executive secretary 
of NSBRO, Dr. Curry also participated 
in other church and peace organizations. 
He served on the Executive Committee 
of the Fellowship of Reconciliation and 
the Executive Board of the National 
Council for the Prevention of War. He 
also was active in the Washington Fed- 
eration of Churches, serving on several 
of its important committees. 

As a minister in the Church of the 
Brethren, he also made significant con- 
tributions in his own denomination serv- 
ing as moderator of two local churches 
and in various capacities in the district 
church organization. In 1953 he was 
elected Alternaté Moderator, and in 1954, 
Moderator of the Annual Conference of 
the Church of the Brethren. 

Undoubtedly the most happy experience 
of Dr. Curry’s stay in Washington, was 
his marriage to Eleanor Neff Curry on 
May 16, 1950. Dr. Curry’s wife had been 
working with the Women’s Division of 
the Methodist Board of Missions and he 
met her in connection with interdenom- 
inational church meetings after coming 
to Washington. The Currys are the par- 
ents of two children: Jeanne, born May 
22, 1953, and Robert, born October 16, 
1954. The Currys will reside at 390 
McClure Avenue, Elgin, Illinois. Dr. 


UNITARIANS UPHOLD 
RIGHTS OF COs 


The American Unitarian Association 
passed the following resolution relating 
to conscientious objectors. at their an- 
nual meeting on May 24, 1955. 


Religious Non-Conformity and 
Conscientious Objectors 

Wuereas: Religious freedom — the 
right to hold any religious belief or dis- 
belief — is an essential to our American 
democracy guaranteed in the Bill of 
Rights; and 

WHEREAS: There is increasingly wide- 
spread insistence upon religious conform- 
ity; and 

WHEREAS: The “religious training and 
belief” requirement for recognition of 
conscientious objection to military serv- 
ice under the Selective Service Act of 
1948, as amended in 1951 to the Uni- 
versal Military Training and Service 
Act, has been interpreted to mean belief 
in a Supreme Being, to which some re- 
ligious liberals and other non-conform- 
ists cannot subscribe and hence are 
denied recognition, prosecuted, and im- 
prisoned ; 

THEREORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the 
American Unitarian Association at its 
130th Annual Meeting: 


1. Deplore the present pressures 
toward conformity and orthodoxy 
in matters of conscience and reli- 
gious belief; 

2. Call the attention of Unitarian and 
other liberal religious groups and 
individuals to the narrow interpre- 
tation of religious belief in the 
present draft law, with consequent 
non-recognition and discriminatory 
treatment of conscientious objectors 
whose beliefs are primarily ethical 
and non-theistic; and finally, 

3. Urge our Unitarian churches and 
their constituencies to be alert to 
combat any infringements on free- 
dom of conscience and religion, and 
to give moral, spiritual, and prac- 
tical support and counsel to indi- 
viduals whose rights are so threat- 
ened or infringed. (Adopted by 
majority vote.) 





Curry’s office address will be 22 South 
State Street, Elgin, Illinois. 

Since the announcement of Dr. Curry’s 
resignation as executive secretary, many 
letters have come to the NSBRO office 
expressing appreciation for his services 
in the interest of conscientious objectors. 
The staff joins the Board of Directors 
and Dr. Curry’s many NSBRO acquaint- 
ances in wishing him success in his new 
position. 





NEW PERSONNEL ON 
NSBRO STAFF 


Emogene Schrock, Goshen, Indiana, 
and Wendell Lentz, Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, both participants in the Church 
of the Brethren Volunteer Service Pro- 
gram, have joined the office staff of 
NSBRO. Wendell graduated last June 
from McPherson College in Kansas. Emo- 
gene has had extensive secretarial train- 
ing and experience. 

Leaving after three months of much 
appreciated service during the summer 
are Sylvia Kline, Manassas, Virginia, 
and Wilbur Brumbaugh, Chicago, IIli- 
nois. Sylvia will be returning to 
Bridgewater College and Wilbur to 
Bethany Seminary. 





I-W Dentist Needed 


The Brethren Service Project at Cas- 
taner, Puerto Rico is urgently in need 
of a dentist who can begin a period of 
two or more years of service in the 
spring of 1956. The project at Castaner 
serves a rural-mountainous area of 
Puerto Rico where there are inadequate 
facilities for this type of care. The proj- 
ect at Castaner is approved for Alterna- 
tive Service. Anyone interested, please 
contact the Brethren Service Commis- 
sion, 22 South Street, Elgin, Illinois. 





Kentucky Bookmobile Needs CO 
For Librarian-Driver 


The Hindman Settlement School in 
Kentucky is still in need of a librarian- 
driver for their bookmobile for this com- 
ing year. This position has been approved 
by Selective Service for the civilian work 
program. 

Any conscientious objector interested 
in this position should write immediately 
to Bess F. Graham, Assistant Director, 
Hindman Settlement School, Hindman, 
Knott County, Kentucky. 





Opportunity For CO in 
Child Welfare Work 


The Lutheran Social Service, Inc., 
Avon, Massachusetts, is seeking the 
services of a married couple who would 
serve as house-parents in a reception 
center used to give temporary care to 
children waiting placement. Anyone in- 
terested in this opportunity, write to 
Reverend J. Norman Carlson, Executive 
Director, at the above address. 





ACLU Urges End To 


> 
2nd Prosecutions 

The American Civil Liberties Union 
has urged the Department of Justice to 
drop second prosecutions against con- 
scientious objectors. 

Patrick Murphy Malin, ACLU execu- 
tive director, made public a letter he had 
sent to Attorney General Brownell as- 
serting that “repeated application of the 
law to conscientious objectors who have 
already served prison terms for their be- 
liefs smacks of harassment and vindic- 
tiveness, which I am sure you agree has 
no part in a government dedicated to 
democratic ideals.” The full text of the 
ACLU letter follows: 

“During the past several months our 
attention has been drawn to a number 
of cases concerning the rights of con- 
scientious objectors. We refer to the 
problem of the double prosecution. 

“The Union realizes that if a conscien- 
tious objector fails to register for the 
draft or otherwise violates the Selective 
Service law because of his beliefs, the 
Department of Justice can prosecute the 
individual each time that he fails to 
comply with the Selective Service law. 
Such prosecutions are technically feasi- 
ble, but attorneys of the Department 
can also exercise special care in selecting 
those cases which should be prosecuted. 
We recognize that the Department has 
the obligation to enforce the law, but 
we feel that repeated application of the 
law to conscientious objectors who have 
already served prison terms for their 
beliefs smacks of harassment and vin- 
dictiveness, which I am sure you agree 
has no part in a government dedicated 
to democratic ideals. Technically, the 
conscientious objectors are violating the 
Act again, but in reality their action is 
a continuing course of conduct based on 
their beliefs. As many cases have shown, 
such persons will not be coerced by re- 
peated prosecutions into complying with 
the Selective Service law, so the gov- 
ernment does not accomplish its objective 
by prosecuting people again for what is 
in essence the same offense. 

“In addressing these comments to the 
Department of Justice, the Union wishes 
to note the steps taken by the govern- 
ment to recognize the rights of conscien- 
tious objectors. We request now that it 
make one more advance and refrain 
from further prosecutions growing out 
of the individual’s conscientious beliefs, 
which are protected by the First Amend- 
ment. 

“There is no danger that observance 
of the Selective Service law will be seri- 
ously threatened if the comparatively 
small number of conscientious objectors 


Churches Help Young 
Men Facing Draft 


The Brethren Service Commission and 
the Methodist Board of World Peace 
have both inaugurated programs of aid 
to young men facing the draft by mak- 
ing available to them literature describ- 
ing the basis of the CO position and the 
provisions and procedures for register- 
ing as COs. 

The packet of materials for the use 
of Methodist young men includes sample 
copies of Selective Service forms and 
articles on “Students and the Draft,” 
“Methodists and the Selective Service 
System,” and “Conscientious Objectors 
and the Methodist Service Program.” 

The Church of the Brethren program 
begins with a letter to Brethren young 
men on their 16th birthday. This is fol- 
lowed up by periodic mailings of mate- 
rials which will help the CO to clearly 
think through his position. By the time 
he is ready to register at age 18, he will 
be thoroughly acquainted with the Se- 
lective Service forms and CO provisions. 


CO Reunion Includes 15 
From World War I 


On Sunday, July 31, in the Peters 
Creek Church of the Brethren near Roa- 
noke, Virginia, the annual Shenandoah 
Valley CO Reunion was held with COs 
present from World War I, World War 
II, and the present I-W program. H. C. 
Spankler of Roanoke, Virginia, a “vet- 
eran” of CO experiences in army camps 
during World War I, has been the leading 
promoter of this annual reunion which 
has been held every year except one since 
1928. 

At this year’s reunion there were 15 
men present who had been COs in World 
War II. All these men had been at the 
army camp at Camp Lee, Virginia. Many 
of them served extended sentences in the 
camp guard house. 

In addition to these COs from World 
War I, there weer also CPS men and 
I-W men at the reunion. 

Edgar Metzler, Acting Executive Sec- 
retary of NSBRO, gave the main address 
at the afternoon meeting. 








are allowed to practice their beliefs 
after their original conviction. Our so- 
ciety will not be any more secure because 
these men are sent again to prison, and 
we suggest that our country will be 
armed by the appearance of vindictive- 
ness that repeated prosecutions give, 
especially in the area of private con- 
science and beliefs. 

“As we have said earlier in this letter, 


CO Reports Opportunity 
“To Prove Pacifism” in 


Psychopthic Hospital 

Tarbell C. Martin, Methodist I-W 
from San Luis Obispo, California, re- 
cently completed one year of service as 
a Psychiatric Technician Trainee at the 
Atascadero State Hospital in California. 

Martin, who has taken the Civil Serv- 
ice examination for his position, states 
in a questionnaire to NSBRO, that his 
situation gives I-W’s a unique chance to, 
as he puts it, “prove the worth of 
pacifism” because of the necessity of 
quieting the many violent psychopathic 
cases. 

Included at the hospital are 600 sex 
psychopaths, 300 criminally insane, 100 
mentally ill, 50 sex psychopathic observa- 
tion cases, and 50 psychopathic delin- 
quents. 

Only one other hospital is doing the 
progressive type therapy that Atasca- 
dero is doing. The patients have all been 
committed to the hospital by a court usu- 
ally on a criminal offense, Martin said. 

The hospital contains the largest single 
group of psychopaths in the world, and 
is a maximum security institution. Mar- 
tin said he was hired because he was 
a CO. 


I-W SERVICE LEADS CO 
INTO NEW CAREER 

Many COs have discovered new voca- 
tional interests through their I-W serv- 
ice. One of these is Harvey E. Kettering, 
II, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, who be- 
gan his I-W work with Goodwill Indus- 
tries in Baltimore, Maryland. Later in 
his I-W service Kettering took a two 
months’ training program in preparation 
for appointment as Director of a branch 
Goodwill Industries program in Hagers- 
town, Maryland. Kettering is now serv- 
ing as Executive Director at Hagerstown 
Goodwill Industries. 

Some COs have continued, or advanced, 
in their new work even after their two 
years of I-W service have been completed. 
At least three COs who served in gen- 
eral hospital work are now taking gradu- 
ate studies in the field of hospital ad- 
ministration. 








a government based on the idea of de- 
mocracy and freedom should demonstrate 
fair treatment, particularly when its 
action is directed against persons exer- 
eising the right of private conscience 
guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. We, 
therefore, again urge that the Depart- 
ment adopt as a policy the ending of 
repeated prosecutions of conscientious 
objectors and transmit this policy to all 
U. 8. Attorneys.” 





Selective Service Reports on 1I-W’'s 
(Continued from page 1) 
Number of agencies (listed and 
unlisted) 
States, Territories, and possessions 
with agencies 51 
States, Territories, and possessions 
without agencies 5 
Foreign nations where I-W regis-- 
trants are working...» Ss 41 


Class 1-W Registrants 
Entered work under sections 
1160.10 and 1660.20(a) _._ 
Entered work under section 
1660.20 (b) 
Entered work under section 
1660.20 (d) 85 


Total (since July 1953). 5,433 


Not assigned because not qualified 
for available work _... >= * 
Number of class I-W registrants 
assigned to: 
Domestic, Federal agencies___ 
Domestic, State, county and mu- 
nicipal agencies _... 8,042 
Domestic, religious, other hos- 
pitals and agencies 
Foreign work agencies —.___ 


Total 


Number of agencies previously 
listed not cooperating at pres- 
ent due to local labor surplus 12 


Source of Class I-W Registrants 
(Percentagewise) 


1,700 











.-- 4,618 


730 








400 


251 


1,820 
$20 


5,433 








Percent 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
Kansas 50 
California, Dlinois, Iowa, Vir- 
ginia, Texas, Michigan, Okla- 
homa 25 
Oregon, Nebraska, Maryland, 
Missouri, New York State, 
South Dakota, Wisconsin, 
Montana 
Washington, New Jersey, Min- 
nesota, West Virginia, Ten- 
nessee 
All other States and Territories 
Religious Denominations of 
I-W Registrants 














Percent 
Mennonite : 67 
Church of the Brethren ___-__ 9 
Jehovah’s Witnesses _ 
Quakers 
Old German Baptist 
Church of Christ 
Christadelphian 
Old Methodist, Church of God 

(each) 1 
Association of Bible Students__ % of 1 
Pentecostal % of 1 
Baptist, Seventh Day Adventist 

(each) 




















% of 1 





Hutterites 


Congregational, Evangelical and 
Reform (each) 
Fifty other denominations 


% of 1 





There are 102 fewer religious denom- 
inations represented among the Class 
II-W registrants as compared with the 
World War II experience. 


Special Cases 
(Sections 1660.20 (d)-1660.30) 
Work orders issued under section 
1660.20 (d) 875 
Cases returned for reprocessing ____ 378 


Total cases processed... 753 


Number of registrants who complied 
with Director’s order to work, sec- 
tion 1660.20(d) 85 

Cases. referred to Department of 
Justice for failure to report for 
work, section 1660.30 _... 

Cases referred to Department of 
Justice as I-W delinquents._.__._ 16 


Total cases referred for prosecution 303 


Number of cases declined for prose- 
cution by the Department of Jus- 
tice 95 








287 





A tabulation of suggestions from State 
Directors concerning the future Consci- 
entious Objector work program follows: 
1. Favoring continuation of the 

present system 
(a) Operation, as is_.... 
(b) Operation with modifica- 
tion 
(c) Operation having definite 
Federal work available 
. Favoring administration by 
anether Federal agency 
. Favoring administration by reli- 
gious agency 
. Favoring the placing of all in 
Class I-A-O 
. Complete exemption 
- No choice (States with few or 
no Class I-O (registrants) 














Classification Picture, July 1, 1955 
I-O registrants not examined 
I-O registrants. examined and ac- 


ceptable 1,507 





I-W registrants at work 
I-W registrants releases__ 

(All Statistics above from June and 
September issues of Selective Service.) 


AFSC To Aid COs 
In Legal Difficulty 


The American Friends Service Com- 
mittee will assist COs who are in legal 
difficulties in New York City and Illinois, 
Lewis Hoskins, executive secretary of the 
AFSC announced recently. 

The committee is extending its help 
beyond aiding COs merely through con- 
tributing to NSBRO, and will use part 
of a $150,000 grant made to it by the 
Ford Foundation to serve in areas where 
“freedom of conscience is involved.” 

Specifically, the AFSC will give legal 
assistance to the group of 30 New York 
pacifists who defied a state law to take 
shelter during the nation-wide air raid 
drill on June 15. The group maintained 
that the drill involved a “psychological 
preparedness for war” and that whatever 
small good might be gained from the drill 
was minor compared to the psychological 
impact that it had upon the populace in 
the direction of accepting the idea of war. 

The “Fund for the Republic” will aid 
the New York COs legally in their argu- 
ments that the eighth amendment was 
violated and that their arrest in the ab- 
sence “of a clear and present danger” 
amounts to a total denial of the “tradi- 
tional American freedoms” of the right 
to assemble peaceably. The hearing was 
set by Judge Louis Kaplan for Sept. 14. 

Allocations have also been made to as- 
sist persons in Illinois who have lost their 
jobs as a result over refusing to sign a 
new state employes’ loyalty oath. At least 
twelve persons have refused, on principle, 
to sign. Families of those involved will 
be given financial aid if they are in need. 

The Quakers have always been known 
for their conscientious objections against 
war, although their efforts to preserve 
civil and religious liberties and rights of 
conscience in all areas of social life have 
been just as constant though not as much 
publicized. 
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